
By DAN KEASHEN
The Haddonfield Sun

The day before Grace Church
hosted its Thanksgiving Mass,
the basement of the 19th century
church flooded with 11 inches of
water. Last Wednesday, the
church was the recipient of thou-
sands of gallons of water that
streamed into a basement win-
dow from a break in a 10-inch
water main.

The water main break oc-
curred off Atlantic Avenue in the
PATCO parking lot. The water de-
partment shut down the main at 6
a.m., but so much water had
flowed out of the main it saturat-
ed the ground and continued to
flow into the church until 7 a.m.
Reverend Pat Close made an
emergency call to allRisk proper-
ty damage specialist at 3:15 a.m.
and the company showed up at 4.

ÒThe police called me at about
2 a.m. and told me to check the
basement of the buildings be-
cause of the break they found,Ó
said Close. ÒI went down and
checked, and we had a river of
water shooting into the basement

of the church.Ó
allRisk Emergency Coordina-

tor Lou Cerisci said the basement
was a mess.

ÒWe went straight to work and
started pumping out the area as
fast as possible,Ó Cerisci said.
ÒWe got right on the job and were
able to save a lot of things includ-
ing books and several things that
were under water.Ó

Cerisci said the weather
worked in the favor of the
restoration effort.

ÒWe were lucky it was so cold,Ó
he said. ÒThat stopped a lot of the
threat from mold taking effect in
the heavily flooded area. We also
went over the area with a disin-
fectant spray to ensure that noth-
ing took hold after we started our
clean-up effort.Ó

One of the biggest losses to the
church so far has been the de-
struction of several murals that
were painted on the walls of the
basement.

ÒWe had murals of the Garden

of Eden painted for the kids and
now theyÕve been destroyed be-
cause the waterlogged sections of
the walls had to be cut out com-
pletely,Ó Close said. ÒThe kids are
going to miss this room for
awhile, but IÕm confident that we
will get everything back to nor-
mal.Ó

Close said the flooding is not
the end of the world.

ÒWhen you put this in perspec-
tive, this is a small bump in the
road,Ó he said. ÒThere are still
people suffering in New Orleans
and Pakistan from horrible
things. This is nothing. We still
hosted our Thanksgiving Day
dinner because the show must go
on.Ó

At this time, Close is waiting
for the restoration of the base-
ment to continue by allRisk and
for the churchÕs insurance com-
pany to come in. He is not asking
for any extra help until these
phases of the restoration project
are finished.
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Broken water main leads
to flooded Grace Church

DAN KEASHEN/The Sun
A broken water main flooded the basement of Grace C hurch last
week, the day before Thanksgiving.
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